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Family Law Litigation

High-Stakes Litigation Arising from Matrimonial Proceedings

The firm’s Family Law Litigation practice applies its high-stakes civil and criminal litigation experience to disputes that arise out
of matrimonial and custody proceedings. While the firm does not handle those types of actions directly, it is frequently engaged
by family law attorneys when litigation issues arise that require seasoned trial advocacy, complex motion practice, or strategic

courtroom representation outside of the core divorce case.

Representation of Third Parties Subpoenaed in Matrimonial Proceedings

Matrimonial attorneys often refer Yankwitt LLP to third parties drawn into divorce litigations, including parents, adult children,
relatives, or business associates who have been subpoenaed or are required to testify in the underlying matrimonial case. In
these matters, the firm serves as a steady presence, thoroughly preparing and then representing clients at depositions, hearings,

and trials, and ensuring their rights and interests are safeguarded throughout these high-pressure proceedings.

Matrimonial and Custody-Related Criminal and Order of Protection Matters

The firm is also brought in when matrimonial disputes give rise to criminal allegations or enforcement proceedings, including
alleged violations of orders of protection, contempt claims, and related criminal exposure. Matrimonial counsel rely on Yankwitt
LLP’s Criminal Investigations and Defense Practiceto handle these sensitive matters, particularly where parallel criminal

proceedings or prosecutorial involvement may complicate the divorce action.

Matrimonial-Related Real Estate and Property Disputes

The firm regularly represents clients in complex real estate and property disputes arising from a matrimonial proceeding that
fall outside the traditional division of property issues addressed by divorce counsel. These matters include ownership conflicts,
transfer disputes, fraudulent conveyance claims, and otherreal estate litigation arising from or connected to the dissolution of a

marriage. The firm is frequently retained by family law attorneys to litigate these disputes in state or federal court.

Divorce-Related Business Disputes and Shareholder Disputes

Divorces can trigger or expose disputes involving closely held businesses, professional practices, or family-owned enterprises.
Yankwitt LLP is regularly engaged when divorces give rise toshareholder disputes, partnership conflicts, or alleged misconduct
involving business assets. These matters may involve valuation disputes, claims of self-dealing or diversion of assets, breaches

of fiduciary duty, or efforts by one spouse to assert control over an operating business.
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Protecting Business Interests During Divorce Litigation

Matrimonial counsel and business owners rely on the firm to litigate thesecomplex business disputesin state or federal court,
often in parallel to the underlying divorce action. Drawing on our substantial experience in shareholder andbusiness divorce
litigation, the firm brings a trial-ready approach, effective motion practice, and sophisticated strategy to matters where business
interests and personal dynamics intersect. The firm has particular experience in cases requiring injunctive relief, expedited

discovery, and/or aggressive advocacy to protect business value during the pendency of a divorce.

Trusts and Estates Litigation Arising Out of Divorce Actions

Trusts and estates disputes often arise in the context of divorce, particularly issues involving inheritance rights, beneficiary
designations, fiduciary conduct, or the control and disposition of family assets.Yankwitt LLP represents clients in trust and

estate litigation that is related to or impacted by divorce proceedings.

The firm’s trusts and estates litigation experience enables us to handle these matters with the courtroom skill they demand,

especially when parallel divorce proceedings heighten the stakes and emotional intensity.

Transactional trusts and estates counsel and matrimonial attorneys frequently turn to the firm when litigation becomes
unavoidable. As with all family law-related litigation, the firm approaches these disputes with sensitivity, discretion, and a

commitment to guiding clients through challenging and often deeply personal conflicts while pursuing their strategic objectives.

Complex Civil Litigation Support for Matrimonial Counsel

In certain cases, family law attorneys refer us to their clients to address unusually complex or high-stakes civil litigation issues
embedded within a matrimonial matter. This may involve sophisticated motion practice,appellate issues, or parallel
proceedings that require deep litigation resources, strategic brief writing, and courtroom experience beyond the traditional

family law practice.

State and Federal Court Experience in New York and New Jersey

Because divorce-related disputes are often litigated outside the matrimonial action, clients benefit from the firm’s extensive
experience in state and federal courts throughout New York and New Jersey. The firm’s attorneys are former law clerks and
former federal prosecutors who regularly appear before trial and appellate courts and understand local rules, judicial

expectations, and efficient litigation strategy.

Compassionate and Strategic Advocacy in Family-Related Litigation

The firm is particularly sensitive to the personal and emotional dynamics that often accompany matrimonial-related litigation.
Attorneys take a hands-on, supportive approach, remaining accessible and responsive while guiding clients through unfamiliar
and stressful legal processes. Whether representing a third party unexpectedly pulled into a divorce or supporting a family

lawyer in a complex litigation matter, the firm’s goal is always to deliver effective advocacy aligned with each client’s objectives.
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